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Naples Grape Festival

History

To understand the Naples Grape Festival’s future, we need to understand its past!

The first Naples Grape Festival was described as an agricultural
fair dating back to 1874, the year in which the Naples Memorial
Town Hall was completed to honor our Civil War dead. Grapes
were first grown in Naples in 1848, and the first wine cellar in
Naples was the Naples Valley Wine Company...
1854. In the 1940’s the Naples Grape Festival fell victim to the
onset of World War [l as did the area’s overall grape production.

In 1961, the Naples Grape Festival (NGF) was reintroduced and
operated by the Naples Historical Society drawing nearly 5,000
people. By 1964, Naples Grape Festival drew crowds of 60,000
people including famous visitors such as Paul Harvey and Robert
Kennedy. It included a parade to mark the beginning of the
festivities and could last up to 3 hours. However, it was cancelled
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PopularityofVillageFestival
Points Up a National Trend

By OTTO E, STURM
United Press International

MAPLES, N.¥. (UPI) — Take g village of J 200 population.

Add 40,000 visitors,

Throw in g parsde, a camival, exhibits aml in this election
yesr, some politicians.

Top i off with dancing in the streets and fireworks, and what
heve you got?

& Festival

Alsa, added evidence that Amerloans are becoming more Pes-
tivai-minded all the time,

This village, nestled in o picturesque valley In western New
York, is t¥pical of & slogan that's ringing Jouder arcund the coun-
Ly

established in

“The Festival's the thing."
Two vears ago, the annual Naples Grape Festival attracted 15.-
000 visitors. Last year, 25,000 came
“This year, 40,000 persons from all parts of the state and from
wa fur away as Ohlo wers on hand to help celebrate the harvest of
\he grape on which the wim-rlc]] a.r.es'x economy is based,

FINE WEATHER anid the breathtaking scenery of this “Amer-
fcan Rhineland” about 40 miles south -of the city of Rochester |
nbeited Lhe Pestival in luring the huge turnont,

Rolilng, vineyard-clad hills with & backdrop of forestland, re-
splendent In Baming sutumn foliage, overlodk the blue waters of
take Canandaigus; westernmost of New York's famous Finger

in 1971 due to unruly crowds. In 1989, to celebrate Naples’ R s e e

Bicentennial, Bob and Bill Vierhile recreated and operated a two-
day event featuring arts and crafts, music and a grape pie contest.
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Bon Brnn affercd thes phoro after
reading e weel's story sho (b
Grape Festival Thar's Peees Suvage,
Don Braun and Jim TeFevre (lof
rigght] waiting for the purade o the
very fien Gespe Festival in 1961
Rraun save he eemembers LeFeves
belag Inmialved, bue he doein’

! remember him arcending: the firn
organizstional meting which was
held in the basement z1 John
Vierhile's hoese an Maia Steeet and
anended by 17 peopie. including
Bob Vierhile. <1 think fim and Bob
Vierhile both had the s — o lor ol
peaple bnd the ides ~ but it was
thipse 27 peaple in the basemeni
that night thas realle got i1 off the
pound.” Braos sdid che group the
night alse decided 1 hol2 2 oot
deebv. “Thar was ‘Bad Bes d
baby.” Braun s Hc ikt ]:ur!
the eforr that hraught the :u:l
hack 1 N el wu b wiss i
by d,ulﬂl:ﬁ:l bolding 3 derby
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miles wide, strebch north and south across the state belween Syra-
cuse nnd Rochester like the fingers of & glant hand.
Napies is four miles south of the Canandalgus lakehead and it
wes hire {n 1882 that a young Swiss emigrant, John Jaeoh Wid-
.mex, discovered that the soll and climate closely matehed ‘those of -
thi prapt wme-pmmm areps of mm;\a_

The Naples Grape
Festival benefited
the Naples community by giving to two vital
organizations... the Naples Historical Society and the
Naples Rotary Club. The Naples Historical Society is all
about preserving the rich history of Naples while the
Naples Rotary Club is all about creating a bright future
for our community!
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In 2007, a trademark for the name Naples Grape
Festival was filed with New York State.

In 2009, a Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) was
established identifying The Naples Grape and Arts
Festival to be owned solely by the Naples Rotary Club
and has been in force ever since.

This year - 2022, the Naples Grape and Arts Festival

LLC has been formalized and restructured to provide transparency, accountability, collaboration and
above all a positive direction for festival events. The LLC’s goal is to create and implement
community-centric festivals that provide a monitory and in-kind benefit to the Naples community.

Naples Grape Festival 2022 is once again a celebration of the grape harvest and the rich history of
the Naples community.

Naples Grape Festival 2022 * naplesgrapefest.org * facebook.com/naplesgrapefestival



